Global Conference on

Oceans and Coasts at Rio+10

Assessing Progress, Addressing Continuing and New Challenges

It has been almost a decade
Purpose since many important new
agreements on oceans and
coasts were adopted at the 1992 Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro
(United Nations Conference on Environment and Develop-
ment (UNCED)), including Chapter 17 of Agenda 21, and the
oceans-related aspects of the Convention on Biological Diver-
sity and the Framework Convention on Climate Change. Since
that time, too, the United Nations Convention on Law of the
Sea has come into force, and several modifications to the con-
vention—related to straddling stocks and to deepseabed min-
ing —have been adopted. There has been much investment in
the management of coastal and marine areas by national and in-
ternational donors, and the number of nations undertaking
coastal and ocean management has increased significantly. In-
ternational entities have done extensive work in providing
guidance for sustainable development of coastal and marine re-
sources, and national governments and communities are in-
creasingly experimenting with models of management
emphasizing sustainable development, integrated manage-
ment, and the precautionary approach. Many efforts at build-
ing capacity in ocean and coastal management have been
undertaken, and the scientific basis for management has im-
proved substantially during this period.

The Global Conference on Oceans and Coasts at Rio+10:
Assessing Progress, Addressing Continuing and New
Challenges, to be held at UNESCO headquarters in Paris on
December 3 through 7, 2001, is intended to provide an overall
assessment of progress achieved on oceans and coasts since the
Earth Summit and to provide input to the discussions by
governments which will take place in June 2002 when nations
around the world will converge at the World Summit on
Sustainable Development (Rio+10) in Johannesburg, South
Africa, to assess progress made in the implementation of all
aspects of the world agenda on environment and development
agreed to at the 1992 Earth Summit.

UNESCO, Paris, December 3-7, 2001

The conference will:

* Provide an assessment of progress achieved in all aspects of
the post-UNCED agenda on oceans and coasts;

* Identify continuing, persisting challenges that need to be
addressed with renewed commitment;

¢ Identify new challenges that are arising and need to be
addressed;

* Examine cross-cutting issues among various ocean and
coastal sectors;

* Consider options for concerted action on outstanding
cross-sectoral issues;

* Provide input to the oceans and coasts agenda of the World
Summit on Sustainable Development (Rio+10) planned for
June 2002.

* Implementation and
harmonization of the major
ocean-related agreements (e.g.,
Law of the Sea, Biodiversity,

Major Conference
Topics

Climate Change)

* Implementation of the Rio Principles on Environment and
Development

* Implementation of the oceans and coasts chapter of Agenda
21 (Chapter 17), especially:

— Integrated coastal management and management of Exclusive
Economic Zones (EEZs)

— Global plan of action for the control of land-based sources of
marine pollution
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— Management of marine living resources (in
EEZs, in high seas; special problems such as
illegal, unreported, and unregulated fishing)

— Management of marine protected areas

* Status of marine biodiversity, critical
habitats, and species at risk

* Climate change effects in coastal areas
* Small island issues

¢ Cross-cutting issues and institutional
framework for ocean governance

—Capacity building in ocean and coastal
science and management

—Global governance framework (including
regional level)
- mechanisms for intersectoral discussion on
oceans at global level

* Addressing persistent challenges with
renewed commitment

* Emerging issues in coastal and ocean
management

* Addressing new challenges

¢ Issues for the global agenda on oceans
and coasts in the next decade

On all of these topics, implementation has
occurred at the international, national, and
subnational levels. The conference will encourage
papers that provide a synthetic overview of the
effectiveness of implementation activities and
initiatives at each of these levels.

The conference has
Conference been stimulated by the
Organization NGO (nongovern-
mental organization)

community and is or-
ganized in collaboration with intergovernmental or-
ganizations (IGOs), especially the agencies
represented on the UN Administrative Committee
on Coordination, Subcommittee on Oceans and
Coastal Areas (ACC-SOCA), and with governmen-
tal personnel from countries with a special interest
in the oceans (see Conference Organizing Commit-
tee in box). Conference panels will feature speak-
ers from these three communities: NGOs, IGOs,
and Governments.

The conference will
be held on December
3-7, 2001, in order to
insure that conference

Timing and Venue
of Conference

outputs may be taken
into consideration at the World Summit on Sustain-

able Development (June 2002, in Johannesburg,
South Africa). The conference will be held at
UNESCO headquarters and will be hosted by the
Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission
I0C, UNESCO.

Conference  support
(financial and in-kind)

Conference Support N2 X
is kindly provided by

governments, private
foundations, NGOs, and intergovernmental organi-
zations. Funding contributions are noted, with sin-
cere appreciation, in the Conference financial
suppport box.

Two major confe-
Conference Outputs  rence outputs are

planned:

+ The publication of a Conference Findings
volume that will summarize the findings and
recommendations for each major conference
topic, and which will be distributed to all
government delegations involved in the
World Summit for Sustainable Development
and to other relevant parties.

» The publication of a book, and special issues
in several international journals (such as
Ocean & Coastal Management, Coastal
Management, Marine Policy, and the
International Journal of Marine and Coastal
Law) bringing together various clusters of
papers and commentaries presented at the
conference.

Conduct of Conference

Invited Speakers

Presentation of papers and commentaries at the
conference is by invitation. Invited speakers are re-
quested to provide synthetic and critical analyses
and recommendations on selected issues in sustain-
able development of oceans and coasts at the global,
regional, and national levels. We kindly ask that
participants don’t spend time describing their own
programs but instead focus on drawing lessons with
broad relevance to other cases. Papers and com-
mentaries should fulfill the following objectives:

» Assess the status of the selected issue since
UNCED 1992 in terms of accomplishments
and constraints;

+ Present the major trends and patterns in the
area, particularly in terms of policy changes;

* Identify major new developments and
outstanding problems needing further
attention in the field;




» Provide concrete examples
of governmental,
intergovernmental, and
nongovernmental successful
or promising efforts; and

* Provide concrete
recommendations to the
international community for
the next ten years.

Papers (up to 20 pages in
length) and commentaries (up to
10 pages in length) must be
submitted by September 1, 2001.

Working Groups

For each major topic, a working
group will be organized to assess
the information presented at the
conference and to prepare a report
on the resulting findings and the
recommendations.  This report
will be included in the Conference
Findings volume that will be pre-
sented to the World Summit on
Sustainable Development to be
held in Johannesburg, South Af-
rica, in 2002. To facilitate the
work of the working groups,
co-chairs will be appointed for
each working group, representing
the governmental, intergovern-
mental, and nongovernmental
sectors and the different regions.
Before the conference, the work-
ing group co-chairs will work in
cooperation with the chairs and
the participants of relevant panels
to share existing information, col-
lect additional information, ad-
dress key questions, and provide
recommendations to the confer-
ence. During the conference, the
working group co-chairs will lead
working group sessions to further
refine the report and provide addi-
tional inputs to the conference
(conference time for the working
groups has been set aside in the
evenings).

Presentation
Participation at  of papers and

the Conference commentar-
ies at the

conference is
by invitation. The participation in
the conference of representatives
of ocean and coastal NGOs,
IGOs, and governments relevant
to the Rio+10 assessment of
oceans and coasts are kindly in-

vited. Individuals and institutions
wishing to participate in the con-
ference are requested to fill out
and send in the Conference Appli-
cation Form found in this leaflet.

Groups and individuals not
involved in the presentation of
papers and commentaries may
present information on their
views relevant to the Rio+10
assessment to the Secretariats for
possible distribution at the
conference.  This information
should be presented in summary
form (no longer than 3 pages) by
September 1, 2001.

There is a
Conference Conference
Registration registration

fee of $250

USD to

cover Conference materials, re-
ceptions, and refreshments.

Two
Conference Conference
Secretariats Secretariats

will collab-

orate in the
organization and conduct of the
conference.

The Intergovernmental Oceano-
graphic Commission (I0C) will
host the meeting and oversee all
arrangements related to the con-
duct of the conference at
UNESCO headquarters in Paris,
including facilitating the travel
and housing of conference partic-
ipants.

The Center for the Study of Ma-
rine Policy (CSMP) at the Uni-
versity of Delaware, USA, will
serve as the organizer of the con-
ference program in collabora-
tion with IOC and the organizing
committee, and handle the organi-
zation of working groups, pro-
ceedings, and publications.
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